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must-read!
SAASHA CELESTIAL-ONE, CO-FOUNDER AND CHIEF OPERATIONS OFFICER, 

OLIO

Essential for any aspiring entrepreneur. She Made It empowers 
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kickass female founders and business leaders.
KATIE VANNECK-SMITH, CO-FOUNDER AND PUBLISHER, TORTOISE MEDIA

SHE MADE IT_01_MALIN_9781789666847.indb   1 12/2/2020   1:16:54 PM
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I’d known beforehand!
STEPHANIE JOHNSON, FOUNDER AND CO-CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, 
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The book I wish I’d had when starting my business. It covers all 
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sound business, She Made It leverages decades of combined 
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becomes a concept of the past.
GABRIELA HERSHAM, CO-FOUNDER AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, 

HUCKLETREE

It’s such an exciting time for female entrepreneurs and this book 
really helps demystify the process of launching your own 
business, with lots of great actionable tips and real-life examples. 
A must-read for any woman wanting to start their own business – 
your toolkit for success in 2021!
CAMILLA AINSWORTH, FOUNDER AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, M+LKPLUS
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The toolkit for female founders in  

the digital age
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Preface

W hat if I told you that time is how you spend your love? 
That every moment of your working day has the ability to 

be an expression of joy, creativity and fulfilment? That you can 
wake up feeling fired up and excited for the day ahead? That you 
don’t have to slog it out in a job you don’t love? That you can do 
anything you want to do? And you can start today.

Once upon a time, we were led to believe that a job is some-
thing that exists within the hours of 9 to 5, something you do to 
survive, and hell, if you’re lucky enough to enjoy it, then that’s a 
bonus. For my parents’ generation, work was a very different 
thing. The focus was not on loving your work, being fulfilled by 
it or bringing about change in the world, but getting the job 
done, paying the bills and, basically, settling. Settling for ‘good 
enough’. Settling for an ordinary job, an ordinary life, 2.5 kids 
and a mortgage, if you’re lucky. But things are shifting in the 
modern workplace.

I’m here to tell you that things are changing, especially for 
women. Female entrepreneurs are rising through the ranks at a 
rate like never before. Women are sick of the structures in place 
that are holding them back – be it the traditional career ladder, 
inflexible workplaces or toxic corporate culture – and are 
waking up to their own potential. Throughout the UK, a huge 
awakening is happening for womankind: more women than 
ever before are committing to designing a career – and a life – 
that they love. Are you going to join them?

There are more female entrepreneurs in the UK now than ever 
before – at last count, 1.5 million women in the UK are opting 
to be self-employed. Female entrepreneurship is booming, but 
not quickly enough – in the 2019 Alison Rose Female 
Entrepreneurship Review, it was revealed that only one in three 
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entrepreneurs in the UK are female, a gender gap amounting to 
1.1 million businesses. And investing in women pays – according 
to the same review, up to £250 billion of new value could be 
added to the UK economy if women started and scaled new 
businesses at the same rate as the UK.1

Women are done with stuffy work cultures; I’ve seen a monu-
mental shift in beliefs around work, with thousands of women 
opting to be their own boss, work flexibly and create a career 
they love. Purpose over profit: the focus for women today is on 
fulfilment, flexibility and fun in their careers.

I believe that you can ‘have it all’, because the meaning of 
having it all has changed for the modern woman. Success no 
longer means a high-flying corporate career, an expense account 
and liquid lunches. It means believing in the work you’re doing, 
having impact and forging your own path. As you’ll see in the 
many inspiring case studies ahead, the focus is away from purely 
financial success, but personal growth through work – creating 
companies that are impactful, challenging and change-driven.

But let us remember that success is personal. Success will look 
and feel different for every woman. You don’t need to have kids 
if it doesn’t suit you. You don’t have to stay in a job that you 
don’t love. You don’t have to work for someone else. You don’t 
have to worry about the relentless juggle of work and family life. 
You can make work, work for you.

Why the shift towards self-employment for women? For one, 
the internet has created so many new opportunities to explore 
entrepreneurship, providing myriad possibilities through the 
touch of a button. Never before have we had access to such 
amazing free marketing tools, where we can build, engage and, 
ultimately, monetize online audiences. Everything you need to 
help your business flourish is right in front of you: you just need 
to open up that laptop and get going.

I really do believe that amazing things happen when women 
support each other. Women supporting women is more than just 
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a cute phrase used by athleisure brands to sell leggings – 
sisterhood is real, and it’s manifested in the pages of this book. 
I’ve met some incredible women through my personal business 
journey, and now they are going to help to support, advise and 
mentor you too.

Everything I’ve learned, everyone I’ve met, every mistake I’ve 
made, is penned in the pages of this book – I hope it will help 
inspire you to take a leap into the unknown and find a career 
that sets your soul on fire. Because I believe in you and I know 
you’re going to do big things in this life.
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